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	Damascus, -Activities of the Syrian-Greek Economic Forum kicked off at the Four Seasons Hotel on Thursday in the presence of Greek President Karolos Papoulios and with the participation of many Syrian and Greek Companies working in different industrial fields. 
Minister of Economy and Trade, Amer Husni Lutfi, underlined the necessity of upgrading economic relations between Syria and Greece and increasing trade and investment cooperation between the two sides up to the level of political relations, pointing out to the volume of trade exchange between the two countries which amounted to USD 220 millions during the last year.
For his part, Greek Deputy Foreign Minister,  Theodore Kassimis, said that the trade exchange between Syria and Greece increased during the last year by 37 % in comparison with 2007 making Syria the 6th trade partner for Greece, pointing out to the necessity of making use of the great possibilities for developing this cooperation and increasing it through activating partnerships among businessmen and companies in the two countries.

Also spoke in this Forum the 2nd Vice President of the Arab Greek Chamber of Commerce & Development Mr. Antar Pandalis who gave full presentation about the role and the services provided by the Chamber to Arab & Greek Business community ,more over he stressed on the importance to further develop the business relations between Greece & Syria , also he announced the Arab Greek Chamber will organize a business delegation to Syria  in early October
Director of Foreign Affairs of Greek Establishments Confederation reviewed the situation of business sector in Greece and the activities being carried out by the Confederation to activate Arab-Greek relations, pointing out that the Confederation will hold a Euro-Med business forum with the participation of a number of European economy, trade and foreign ministers aiming at setting the strategies for developing economic relations between these countries.
For his part, Chairman of the Board of Syrian Business and Establishments Centre, Ratib al-Shallah, said that the Greek and Syrian economies are characterized by an increasing and promising economy as Greece has achieved a sweeping advancement after it became a member of the European Union. The individual income in Greece has become USD 33 thousands a year. On the other hand, Syria has made great achievements in all fields as it copes with the scientific and economic developments.
Minister of Presidential Affairs, Mansour Azzam, and representatives of more than 100 industrial and commercial companies from Syria and Greece participated in the Forum.


	


